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mercilessly and in anger, though if I could keep out
of his sight till the next day he forgot all about it j
she never forgot, and though the flogging might not
come for a week, it was never omitted when promised.
And her worst severity never raised a feeling of re-
sentment in me, for I recognized it as deserved, while
my father's floggings, inflicted in the unreasoning
severity of anger, always made me rebellious. I re-
member only one occasion on which I was punished
unjustly by my mother.

A neighboring farmer had asked me to go to his
field and shake down the fruit from two apple-trees.
It was in the hour before dinner, and the regula-
tions of the family were very severe about being at
meals, and unfortunately I had, in my glee at having
a job of paying work to do, infringed on the dinner-
time. In payment for my services I received from
the farmer two huge pumpkins, charged with which
I hastened home, looking forward to my mother's
praise and pleasure, but was met by her in the hall,
strap in hand, with which she administered a solid
flogging, explaining that my father was so angry at
my being out at dinner that she gave me the punish-
ment to forestall his, which would be, as I well knew,
much severer. It is more than sixty years since that
punishment fell on my shoulders, but the astonish-
ment with which I received the flogging instead of
the thanks I anticipated for the wages I was bring-
ing her, the haste with which my mother adminis-
tered it lest my father should anticipate her and beat
me after his fashion, are as vivid in my recollection measure of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